
CITY OF NEW WESTMINSTER:
Spring 2026 Virtual Builder & Designer Breakfast
Prepared by:
Sue Chung and Ryan Coleman, Energy Save New West
Karin Johnson, and Sarah Maleska, City of New Westminster

Prepared for:
Builder & Designer Breakfast

June 26th, 2026



Land Acknowledgement

We recognise and respect that New Westminster is on the unceded and unsurrendered 
land of the Halkomelem speaking peoples. We acknowledge that colonialism has made 
invisible their histories and connections to the land. As a City, we are learning and 
building relationships with the people whose lands we are on.



Housekeeping

This webinar is being 
recorded. 

Please identify yourself by 
name, and profession. 
e.g. Sue/Project Manager

Please remain muted 
unless you need to 

speak. 

Q & A time will follow 
presentation. 

During the presentation, 
use the chat box to ask 

questions.



1. Welcome

2. Keynote Presentation on:
“Achieving the Highest Steps for Part 9 Homes”  
 Special Guest – Gilles Lesage, Total Home 

Solutions

3. City Updates 

4. Energy Save New West Updates 

5. Close 

Agenda



Keynote Presentation



Mr. Gilles Lesage, MEA
CEA/OWNER, Total Home Solutions

Gilles Lesage is a Master Energy Advisor (MEA) with Total Home Solutions in 
Kelowna, with over 20 years of experience in residential, multi-unit, and 
large-building energy performance and compliance. He has worked across BC 
since 2011, supporting projects in the Okanagan, Lower Mainland, Fraser 
Valley, and West Kootenays.

He is a founding member and former Board Director of CACEA, contributing 
to technical guidance, Step Code education, and industry standards 
development. In his current role as Technical Liaison Director, Gilles serves as 
a key technical link between CACEA, Energy Advisors, multiple industry 
stakeholders, supporting consistent interpretation of standards and best 
practices across the province.

Gilles has extensive expertise in EnerGuide evaluations, MURBs, ENERGY 
STAR® New Homes, heat-loss calculations, airtightness testing, and building 
diagnostics, and is a CHBA Registered Net Zero Advisor.

Today’s Keynote Speaker 



City Updates



Climate Action Highlights

• Support internal capacity building on updated BCBC energy and carbon codes
• Support the builder and developer community with Step Code compliance
• Promote provincial programs such as the Strata Energy Advisor, Rental Apartment Retrofit 

Accelerator, and Home Energy Planner
• Participate in and encourage community building owners to join Building Benchmark BC 
• Provide public education on home energy retrofits and support through ESNW



REMINDER:  Energy and Zero Carbon Step Code 

Previous 
req’ts

Building Permit applications 
received on or after 

January 1, 2025 
must comply with these 

requirements

Building Permit applications 
received on or after 

January 1, 2027 
must comply with these 

requirements



REMINDER:  EV Ready Requirements

• Check out 
newwestcity.ca/electricvehicles 
for details

• EV Energy Management Systems 
(EVEMS) are allowed in most 
cases

• Load switching is allowed in 
single detached homes and 
townhomes



REMINDER:  Climate Ready New Homes Bulletin

Purpose:
• Outline the City’s expectations for meeting 

energy efficiency, emissions, and 
overheating protection requirements in new 
construction

• Support a streamlined building permit 
submission, review, and approval process.



NEW:  Climate Ready New Homes Bulletin

Energy and Zero Carbon Step Code
• Right-size primary heating system for entire unit
• Model all space heating systems

• When natural gas back-up is proposed, two 
sets of Step Code documentation must be 
submitted (one with the heat pump as 
primary, one with the natural gas system as 
primary)

• Document secondary suite heating and cooling 
systems in the BC Energy Compliance Checklist

In effect Feb 1st 2026

Example:



NEW:  Climate Ready New Homes Bulletin

Overheating Protection Guidance
• Option 1: Central cooling/cooling for 

all conditioned spaces is the simplest 
option

• Option 2: If only one room has 
cooling, a heat loss heat gain report 
must be submitted for refuge room

• Option 3: If passive cooling is selected, 
a signed and sealed energy simulation 
report shall be submitted and a 
Section 219 Covenant registered on 
title

In effect Feb 1st 2026



NEW:  Climate Ready New Homes Bulletin

F280 reports
• Please ask your F280 provider for the Summary Report 

and submit it to the City with your energy compliance 
reports at pre-construction

Other notes
• Ensure your HVAC system size is mentioned on the 

energy compliance documents
• Make sure all documents have the correct HVAC 

systems and they match between documents
• Mention all heating/cooling systems, for both main 

house and secondary suite

In effect Feb 1st 2026



Energy Save New West Updates



Why Verified F280-12 Verified Software?

• CSA F280-12: 8.1.2.(a) :  Software systems that claim to conform to the CSA F280 
calculation procedure shall be verified according to the procedure set out in Clause 8. 
(Clause 8 is the verification section of the Standard)



F280-12 Verified Software

Full listing of all F280 verified software available on HVAC DC’s website: https://hvacdc.ca/f280-12software/  

https://hvacdc.ca/f280-12software/
https://hvacdc.ca/f280-12software/
https://hvacdc.ca/f280-12software/


Standardized Reporting with F280-12

• All verified F280 software providers have incorporated standard F280 
submittal forms including summary of modeling inputs/outputs and 
attestation by the individual submitting the load calculation.  

• Standardized F280 submittal forms improves the consistency of 
reporting to building officials to assist with compliance and 
verification and utility/government rebate programs to manage 
rebate requirements.



Standardized Reporting with F280-12

• Standardized output report from CSA F280-12 verified 
software will contain the following:

A. Design heat loss value
B. Design cooling value
C. Designer Attestation

A

B

C



Standardized Reporting with F280-12

• Standardized output report from CSA F280-12 verified 
software will contain the following:

A. Room-by-room values
A



Standardized Reporting with F280-12

• Standardized input report from CSA F280-12 verified 
software will contain the following:

A. Airtightness values
B. Design conditions
C. Roof, wall, basement / crawlspace assembly details

A

B

C



Solar Panels & Battery Storage Rebate Program
Program Details for New Homes:

• Rebate amount:

• Max. $5,000 for solar PV 

• Max. $1,500 for battery storage

• Battery storage must be paired with a solar PV system. 

• Net metering connection must be applied for.  

• Product must be on the eligible system/product list. 

• Home must be structurally complete, with installed and 
connected plumbing, heating, electrical, water, and sewer 
services.

• Must be installed by  a Home Performance Contractor Network 
(HPCN) member to be eligible for rebates (effective June 1)     

source: BC Hydro



ESC / ZCSC Technical Bulletins

Updated technical bulletins for the BC Energy Step Code (ESC) 
and new guidance for the Zero Carbon Step Code (ZCSC) will 
be issued this summer!

The updates will provide:

• Clarified requirements
• Imroved consistency in interpretation
• Additional technical guidance to support implementation  



Questions/comments/thoughts?



Sue Chung, Ryan Coleman
Program Coordinator
Energy Save New West
rcoleman@newwestcity.ca
604-515-3818

Karin Johnson, & Sarah Maleska
Climate Action Division
City of New Westminster
climateaction@newwestcity.ca

THANK YOU
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